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PETER GREGSON
Taladh Chriosta

“Growing up in Scotland, this melody 
has been in and out of my life for as long 
as I can remember. It is traditionally sung 
on Christmas Eve at Midnight Mass on 
the Outer Hebrides, and the title means 
‘Christ’s Lullaby’ in Gaelic. It is an 
innocent, introspective melody and one 
I wanted to share on this record.
I wanted to create a warm, enveloping 
cello and analogue synthesiser sound 
world to underpin the beautiful voices 
of Grace Davidson, Hannah Cooke and 
Clara Sanabras, and solo violin (Daniel 
Pioro). Rather than being a bombastic 
Christmas piece, I think its introspective 
nature brings to mind the charitable, 
peaceful message of Christmas.”

ROGER ENO & BRIAN ENO 
Wanting to Believe 
OH HOLY NIGHT 

“When Brian and I were invited to 
contribute to DG’s Christmas album 
we started by thinking about what our 
favourite Christmas songs were.There 
are many great tunes but very often 
the lyrics seemed to hark back to a 
bygone period, a time of implicit faith 
and rather poetic stories. I came across 
one such song, O Holy Night, the melody 
and harmony of which were exquisite, 
but whose lyrics relied on a story that has 
been often repeated; a story which relied 
on Christian faith.

Brian and I decided that the lyrics 
deserved to be pertinent to the needs of 
a world which calls not only for spiritual 
guidance but for humanist-social ideals.
I wrote the first draft of this idea to 
the existing metre of the melody then 
passed it on to Brian who polished it 
beautifully into the version you now hear.
The song is now no longer a version of 
a well-loved story, but a suggestion of 
how we, the human species, can better 
exist both with ourselves and the planet 
we share. In common with the original 
lyrics, it offers hope for the future.
It differs in that this hope is seen to be 
held within in our own hands rather than 
in those of the intangible.” – Roger Eno
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HANIA RANI & DOBRAWA CZOCHER
Jezus Malusieńki
REWORK BY HANIA RANI 
& DOBRAWA CZOCHER

“Across the world we find different 
languages singing the very same songs 
praising the birth of Jesus Christ. We 
chose Jezus Malusieńki because it is 
one of the simplest carols, with a clear 
and pure melody, and it appears only in 
the Polish tradition. We were looking for 
something very endemic to express our 
deepest emotions and the connection 
with our roots. What fascinated us 
the most was the carol’s pureness, 
subtleness and fragility, qualities we 
wanted to maintain in our interpretation.”

VIKINGUR OLAFSSON:  
SLEEP FOR MAMA
Farðu að sofa 
fyrir mig
ICELANDIC FOLK SONG

“In this beautiful arrangement by 
Snorri Sigfús Birgisson, the Icelandic 
folk lullaby Sleep for Mama is music 
for a candlelit winter’s night, hovering 
between light and shadow, and 
eventually fading into a dream.”
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BALMORHEA
Coventry Carol

“For most of my childhood, I was in 
a community theatre production of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 

each winter. My winter memories are 
infused with lines of dialogue and songs 
from this classic holiday story. One of 
the scenes that occurs about two-thirds 
of the way through the production is a 
simple chorus number with a four-part 
version of  the Coventry Carol. It always 
struck me as the perfect mix of warmth 
and darkness; like the feeling of mid-
winter anticipation – foreboding, liminal 
and still. It holds a beautiful melody 
and has remained one of the favourite 
holiday songs of my lifetime. It was the 
clear choice for this project and this 
moment.
The Coventry Carol dates from the 
latter half of the 16th century, when 
it was traditionally heard as part of a 
theatrical Nativity performance known 
as the Pageant of the Shearman and 
Tailors, in Coventry, England. It relates 
to the story of the Massacre of the 
Innocents – the mothers sing this 
lullaby to soothe their children in this 
time of peril. 
In our version we have reimagined the 
composition, letting a nylon-stringed 
guitar and a small upright piano embody 
the two main voices. The addition of 
a subtle choral sample and the soft 
chimes of children’s bells fills out the 
sonic spectrum in keeping with the 
historically sparse and wintry mood of 
the carol.” – Rob Lowe, Balmorhea

MARI SAMUELSEN
Mitt hjerte 
alltid vanker 
ARR. FOR SOLO VIOLIN  
AND ENSEMBLE

“I chose Mitt hjerte alltid vanker (My heart 
always wanders) because whenever 
I hear this piece I imagine the eternal 
quietness and peaceful landscape of 
snow-covered mountains, the lights 
from the little cabin or farm you can see 
from a distance far away in the dark 
evening, and that is where I’m going. 
It’s a piece that makes me feel safe and 
calm, and that is home for me.”
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DUSTIN O´HALLORAN  
& BRYAN SENTI
What Gently 
Flutters

“The music for What Gently Flutters, 
recorded by Bryan Senti and myself 

for Winter Tales, draws inspiration from 
an ancient Icelandic hymn called Hvað 
flýgur mér í hjarta blítt. The tribute gives 
me the feeling of looking out of a window 
inside a warm cabin while the wind 
blows over an open, wintry landscape.” 
– Dustin O‘Halloran

ANE BRUN
Lo, How a Rose E’er 
Blooming / Es ist ein 
Ros‘ entsprungen

“The Norwegian version of this beautiful 
psalm (Det hev ei rose sprunge) is very 
familiar to me, as I’ve heard it and sung 
it every Christmas since I was a child. I 
knew it existed in the original German 
version and also in Swedish. But it 
was only when I did some research for 
this Christmas album that I discovered 
a couple of English versions as well, 
and I decided to perform Theodore 
Baker’s translation from 1894. There’s 
something very solemn about this 
gorgeous melody. It calms me, and for 
me the calmer Christmas tunes are the 
best. They fit the pensive and zen-like 
state of mind I try to be in around that 

time of year. When I planned for my 
own version, I imagined a church 

choir performing it. And in the 
spirit of these solitary times 
we’ve been living in since 2020, 

I recorded all the voices 
myself in a little 

studio space 
in Oslo, 
Norway.”
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VANBUR
Carol Of The Bells

ABBOTT
Nu Zijt 
Wellekome

“Nu Zijt Wellekome is a piece that is 
based on the famous Dutch Christmas 
carol of the same name. Every year I 
would travel back to my hometown in the 
Netherlands where my family and I would 
spend Christmas Eve in church singing 
Christmas carols. Nu Zijt Wellekome was 
always one of my favourites. The lyrics 
are about welcoming Jesus to Earth, 
but for me it is more than that. It’s about 
the feeling I have every year which was 
taught to me in my childhood. It’s about 
the meaning of Christmas, then and now, 
to welcome everybody.”

“When the opportunity came to put a 
Christmas track together for Deutsche 
Grammophon we knew Carol of the Bells 
would be a great starting point for us – it 
already has such a beautiful melody and 

sense of atmosphere to it. Throughout our 
childhood we heard the piece in a choral 
setting so thought it’d be great to build 
and explore a new type of cacophony with 
a single vocal.”
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JOEP BEVING
Sinfonia
AFTER BACH, BWV 248

“The younger version of myself would 
always sing or whistle certain melodies 
when riding my bike. Only later did 
I discover these melodies belonged 
to the world of Bach. I have since 
developed a fascination for his divine 
music. And when the call came from 
Christian (my A&R at DG) to contribute 
a piece to this beautiful Winter Tales 
release, we saw an opportunity for me 
to finally do something with this music 
myself. Sinfonia is a piece from Bach’s 
Weihnachtsoratorium. I wanted to give 
it an otherworldly feel by adding layers 
of synth and noise. I hope I managed 
to add something to the beautiful 
composition with this version. It was 
such a tremendous joy to work on.”

CLASSICAL SUNDAYS
Maoz Tzur
WINTER TALES VERSION

“‘Chag Chanukah Sameach’ is 
the Hebrew equivalent of ‘Happy 
Chanukah’ or ‘Happy Festival of Lights’. 
The Jewish festival commemorates the 
recovery of Jerusalem and rededication 
of the Second Temple in the second 
century BCE. Chanukah celebrates 
a miracle that happened at this time: 
during the rededication of the Temple, 
the amount of olive oil left by the 
Greeks – needed to light the Menorah 
for eight nights – should only have 
lasted for one night, but it kept burning 
for exactly the ritual eight nights. The 
miracle of the cruse of oil is traditionally 
embodied by the lighting of a candle of 

the chanukiah or menorah. Each night 
one further candle is lit, half an hour 
after sunset, so that at the end of the 
eight-night holiday all eight candles are 
burning. 
Maoz Tzur is a hymn traditionally sung 
after the lighting of the candles, and 
its six stanzas cover topics such as 
divine salvation and thanksgiving for 
the survival from persecution at different 
times in Jewish history. 
Most people celebrating the Chanukah 
festival have warm and comforting 
memories from their childhood created 
by the feeling of familiarity and love 
that comes from singing  together 
with their families, and even receiving 
presents after singing the song Maoz 
Tzur – a cosy, warm and beloved winter 
memory in the Jewish tradition.”

7



Wanting to Believe (OH HOLY NIGHT)   Composed & arranged by Roger Eno & 
Brian Eno · Performed by Roger Eno (Piano, Synthesizer, Organ, Harmonium, Backing 
Vocals), Brian Eno (Lead Vocals, Vocal Harmonies) & Cecily Eno (Backing Vocals) · 
Produced, recorded & mixed by Brian Eno · Recorded in Norfolk, United Kingdom, June 
2021
Taladh Chriosta   Composed, arranged & produced by Peter Gregson · Performed 
by Peter Gregson (Solo Cello), Daniel Pioro (Solo Violin), Grace Davidson (Soprano), Clara 
Sanabras & Hannah Cooke (Alto) · Recorded & mixed by Adam Miller · Recorded in London, 
United Kingdom, June 2021
SONG FOR MAMA  Farðu að sofa fyrir mig  (ICELANDIC FOLK SONG)   
Composed & arranged by Snorri Sigfús Birgisson · Produced & recorded by Sturla Mio 
Thorisson · Performed by Víkingur Ólafsson (piano) · Recorded in Seltjarnarnes, Iceland, June 
2021 · Mixed by Christian Badzura
Jezus Malusieńki  (REWORK BY HANIA RANI & DOBRAWA CZOCHER)   Composed, 
arranged & performed by Hania Rani (Piano, Synthesizer) & Dobrawa Czocher (Cello) · 
Produced by Hania Rani · Recorded by Agata Dankowska · Recorded in Warsaw, Poland, 
June 2021 · Mixed by Maurizio Borgna
Coventry Carol   Composed, arranged & produced by Rob Lowe & Michael A. Muller 
· Performed by Rob Lowe (Piano, Bells, Programming) & Michael A. Muller (Nylon Guitar, 
Parlor Guitar) · Recorded & mixed by John Michael Landon · Recorded in Texas, Los Angeles, 
USA, May 2021
Mitt hjerte alltid vanker  (ARR. FOR SOLO VIOLIN AND ENSEMBLE)   
Composed, produced & mixed by Christian Badzura · Performed by Mari Samuelsen (Solo 
violin), Classical Sundays (String Quartet), Christian Badzura (Synthesizer, Piano, Electronics) 
· Recorded by Wolfgang Schiefermair & Ruben Kamlah · Recorded in Berlin, Germany, 
June 2021 · Classical Sundays: Songha Choi - Violin I; Johannes Ascher - Violin II; Shasta 
Ellenbogen - Viola; Joe Pritchard – Cello
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming / Es ist ein Ros‘ entsprungen   
Composed by Michael Praetorius · Author: Traditional (English Translation by Theodore 
Baker) · Arranged, produced, performed & recorded by Ane Brun (Vocals) · Recorded in Oslo, 
Norway, June 2021 · Mixed by Janne Hansson
What Gently Flutters   Composed, arranged & performed by Dustin O’Halloran 
(Piano) & Bryan Senti (Violin) · Produced & recorded by Bryan Senti · Recorded in Los Angeles, 
USA, June 2021 · Mixed by Dustin O’Halloran
Nu Zijt Wellekome   Composed, arranged, produced, recorded & mixed by Thomas 
Muis · Performed by Ruben Jeyasundaram (Celli), Vocaal Ensemble Cordier (Choir) & Irene de 
Haan (Solo Soprano) · Recorded in Hamburg, Germany & Netherlands, June 2021
Carol Of The Bells   Composed by Jessica Jones and Tim Morrish · Performed 
by Tom Wraith (Cello)· Author: Peter J. Wilhousky · Arranged & produced by Tim Morrish & 
Jessica Jones · Performed by Nicole Crespo O‘Donoghue (Violin), Jessica Jones (Vocals, 
Piano) & Tim Morrish (Guitar, Mountain Dulcimer, Bass) · Recorded & mixed by Tim Morrish · 
Recorded in London, United Kingdom, October 2020
Maoz Tzur  (WINTER TALES VERSION)   Composed, arranged, produced & mixed by 
Christian Badzura · Performed by Classic Sundays (String Quartet) · Recorded by Wolfgang 
Schiefermair & Ruben Kamlah · Recorded in Berlin, Germany, June 2021
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Amsterdam, Netherlands, May 2021
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